[Intractable pneumothorax successfully treated by talc slurry pleurodesis and video-assisted thoracoscopic surgery in a patient with idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis].
Pneumothorax associated with idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis (IPF) is intractable and often fatal because the patients are usually under a long-term steroid therapy, and are associated with severely impaired lung function. Further, pneumothorax itself recurs frequently, and acute exacerbation of IPF may develop after a surgical intervention. Here, we describe a case of intractable pneumothorax developed in a patient with IPF who was successfully treated with repeated talc pleurodesis combined with video-assisted thoracoscopic surgery under local anesthesia. A 67-year-old male with IPF who was under a long-term treatment with steroid, developed right-sided pneumothorax. A chest drainage tube was placed in the right pleural cavity, and repeated pleurodesis with minocycline or fibrinogen was challenged, but the outcome turned out to be unsuccessful. Then, talc slurry was applied repeatedly, resulting in a high-grade fever associated with reactive accumulation of pleural effusion. However, air leakage did not cease completely despite the eight-times pleurodesis with talc using 16 g in total. Finally, video-assisted thoracoscopic surgery under local anesthesia was undertaken and the pulmonary fistula was successfully closed.